A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
secretly with Maria Theresa, and abruptly abandoned the
alliance in June 1742, leaving the French in the air, with their
armies in the midst of the Germanics, unsupported. They
retreated with difficulty from Bohemia, after Louis XV's aged
minister Fleury had made one last attempt to undo the blunder
into which he had unwillingly been led—for he had appealed to
Maria Theresa to treat; she had rejected his support, and Fleury
shortly afterwards died.-fin 1743, as the English Government
and Hanover as well were supporting Maria Theresa, George II
successfully fought his way out of a trap at Dettingen—a battle
in which he inflicted with his combined English and German
troops far heavier casualties than he received. A last and more
violent effort on the part of the English Ministry, to be carried
out in Flanders, failed after a fashion wiiich made more noise at
the time than it was worth; and the French, determined to
retrieve an international position in which they had badly
entangled themselves, invaded the Low Countries in force, took
town after town, and in 1745 besieged Tournai, the most
important of the citadels. A force of 50,000 men, mainly con-
sisting of Dutch and English, but with Hanoverians as well,
inarched from Brussels to relieve Toumai. There was a much
larger contingent of British present than was usual in these
Continental wars—at least one-third of the total, nearly 17,000
men—and they were led by the King's son, the Duke of Cumber-
land, a young man of twenty-four. At a battle which takes its
name from the little village of Fontenoy, outside Tournai,
Cumberland was completely defeated: and it was noted that
the decisive point in the battle was the charge delivered by the
exiled Irish against the troops of the Hanoverian prince. The
remainder of the war was of little effect, though it was marked
by yet another defeat of the Anglo-Dutch at Lauffeldt, and peace
was concluded in 1748. But meanwhile an exaggerated idea of
the effects of Fontenoy in the lowering of English power led to
the last and greatest of the Jacobite efforts at a Stuart restoration,
The Forty-five. Fontenoy had been fought in the second
week of May 1745; early in June Charles Edward, the son of
James III and grandson of James II, a young man only just
entering his twenty-fourth year, sailed from the mouth of the
Loire for Scotland. He landed in the Hebrides after a long
voyage, and raised his standard a fortnight later, on August 19.
The Hanoverian forces in Scotland were insufficient at that

